TUDOR DRAMA UP TO SHAKESPEARE

popular dramatisations of heroic stories seem to have existed
as early as the fifteenth century. A fragment of a play on
Robin Hood written probably about 1475 Is extant. It Is
printed in Manly and Adams, and ed. with facs. by W. W.
Greg in the Malone Society's publications. Another short
play on the Robin Hood story was printed with one of the
Robin Hood ballads between 1553 and 1569. If is rptd. in
Manly and Adams, and ed. in the Malone Society's publica-
tions by W. W. Greg. Later in Elizabeth's reign more elabor-
ate dramatisations of heroic stories from history7 and legend
were made for the rapidly developing professional troupes.
They were the forerunners of the chronicle plays and heroic
tragedies of the age of Shakespeare. One of the most interest-
ing extant examples is the rough but vigorous and racy old
play called The Famous Victories of Henry the Fiji (printed
1598, but certainly written before 1588). Shakespeare cer-
tainly took hints from it for his chronicle plays on Henry IV
and Henry V. It is rptd. in Adams. Other early popular
heroic plays by anonymous authors are the old play on King
Lear, The Chronicle History of King Leir and his Three Daughters
(printed 1594, rptd. by W. C. Hazlitt in Shakespeare''$ Library
and by Sir S. Lee in Shakespeare Classics] and the old play
on King John called The Troublesome Raigne of King John
(printed 1591, rptd. in Shakespeare's Library and The Shake-
speare Classics].

INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS AND PLAYS
JOHN LYLY (? 1554-1606)

Lyly became assistant master at St. Paul's Choir School in
1585, and his plays were written for performance at court by the
choristers. He was a pioneer in psychological and courtly comedy
and in the use of prose and of the lyric for dramatic purposes. His
two earliest plays, A most excellent Comedie of Alexander, Campaspe and
Diogenes (called in later edd. Compaspe) and Sapho and Phao were
both pub. anonymously in 1584. Gampaspe has often been rptd.
It is in Manly, Adams, R.E.C. and Mcllwraith. Endimwny the
Man in the Moone, an elaborate court allegory, appeared in 1591-
There is an ed. with introd. by A. P. Baker (1894). It was fol-
lowed by Gallathea and Midas (both 1592, both rptd. O.E.P.)-
Lyly's realistic comedy. Mother Bombie, appeared in 1594 (rptd,
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